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Welcome to Oulu! 
It is finally time to gather together with the best of European outdoor robot researchers and 
manufacturers. The 4th Elrob is taking place in northern Finland’s technology city Oulu. In this 
document you will be given the most important information for your stay in Oulu. The best way to 
get started is to take a look for the following websites: 
 
 Tourist information:  http://www.oulutourism.fi/en/etusivu.aspx 
 Elrob information: http://www.elrob.org/celrob/celrob2009.html 
 
These are the two main pages for finding your way trough the Trial weeks. Especially the Elrob 
homepage gives you vital information about the schedule and possible changes. 
 
 
Places: 
This map shows you the location of most important places near University of Oulu: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 1. 
 
Exact locations:  University of Oulu: 65 º 03’32,74 º N  25 º 27’59,32 º  
  Centrum of Oulu:    65 º 00’45,56 º N  25 º 28’16,99 º  
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Location of University and most of the     
hotels in Oulu. More detailed map about 
hotels can be found from the tourist 
information webpage. 
 
 

    

Main entrance of 
University of Oulu 

Faculty of electrical and 
information engineering 

The policeman 

The old market 
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Contact: 
The following list includes few important numbers you might need at the event spot: 
 
Event organizers: 
Matti Tikanmäki  Responsible author for organizing the event +358 44 3333 439 
Antti Tikanmäki  You may contact Antti if Matti is not answering +358 40 555 1358 
Prof. Juha Röning Member of Jury   +358 40 518 1621 
Frank E. Schneider Member of Jury and the main responsible person (number later) 
 
 
Emergency: The emergency number: 112 
 
Food: The pizzeria marked in map1 +358 8 552 2134 
Taxi: The number for ordering a taxi 0600-30081 (1,20 € / call) 
 
 
 
 
Allergies and other healthy issues: 
Finland is very active in pollen. Especially if one is allergic to pollen of birch or hay, it is necessary 
that you will use your antihistamine/medicine. 
 
During the June there is daylight during almost around the day and night. The continuous light 
causes insomnia in some people. For avoiding accidents, it is important that attention is paid for 
sleeping enough. So use curtains or eye patches. Even some Finns have difficulties to sleep during 
the summertime. 
 
There are no dangerous animals in Oulu, except the one bear that is living two kilometres away 
from the Uni. �   There might be mosquitoes and elk flies! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mosquito   Elk fly 
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About the event: 
 
The event is held at the University of Oulu, in the faculty building of Electrical and Information 
Engineering. The entrance is marked located by the door ‘E’ (see map1). Behind the door ‘E’ is 
located the information centre of the event. The information centre is located between the PitStop -
rooms reserved for the teams. The information point (Marked with letter ‘i‘) is the place where all 
the important announcements are posted. Also the reservation of the testing area is done here. The 
preliminary placing is shown in the picture 3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Picture3 – The event centre 
 
 
PitStop –rooms 
There is approximately 10 m² of space for each teams. There is open WLAN (PanOulu) for the 
teams to use, it can be used from all the PitStop –rooms. Some of the teams are located into same 
rooms with other teams, but the working area is separated clearly. In case of some tools missing, 
tools can be arranged, but only for a short loan (And only basic tools). Teams are not allowed to use 
static computers or projectors located in the rooms.  
 
The doors of the PitStop-rooms are locked and every team gets a key to the room. It is however 
recommended that the most valuable components are behind your own locks or taken with the 
teams to their hotels. There is extra guard arranged for the PitStop area during the event week. 
 
For night time working it is recommended that every team member carries their ID card in the 
neckband. The ID cards will be delivered on Wednesday 10.6.2009. There is only one magnetic key 
for every team!
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Testing area: 
There are good testing possibilities near the PitStop area. The testing area can be used almost 
anytime the teams want. The testing area can be reserved by filling slot in the information point 
(There is going to be a list). It is advisable that every team book only the time they really need, so 
that every team gets their testing time. Only one team is allowed at a time testing in the area, but if 
the teams are ok with testing together it should be mentioned at the reservation list. There is a risk 
of having outsider/people walking their dogs in areas, so teams must be bewared! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture4 - Boundaries for testing area. These boundaries may change a bit. 
 
 
About information: 
There are informative morning sessions on 15.6. 16.6. and 17.6. (See Schedule for more details). 
There is also possibility for other announcements and they will be shown at the information desk 
(The ‘i’ in the picture3). If you have anything to ask, please approach the staff. There is no service 
at the information desk all the time. 
 
The “exhibitors area” (again picture3) is for exhibitors and teams to spend their breaks. Every team 
is advised to prepare a poster to the exhibitor’s area about their team and robot. If you have 
companies or other author you want to exhibit, please contact (matti.tikanmaki@ee.oulu.fi). 
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Food: 
There is few restaurants open at the University. The organizers recommend using the restaurant 
Kastari (Open 1030-1330). The Lunch is 5,20€ / person (Mention C-Elrob at the cashier). There is 
also cafeteria open at the exhibitor’s area (Open 0900-1500). The dinners are by independent 
initiative because the last restaurant closes around 15.00. 
 
Sauna: 
There is sauna possibility almost every night. There is also a small grill which teams are allowed to 
use for their own beefs. Sauna is opened at 17.00 and it is very good place to order a pizza and get-
together with other teams. There might be also sponsored drinks available during some nights. The 
sauna is also very good possibility to boost your teams reputation by offering for example cheap 
central European beer �  
 
Free time / sightseeing 
If there are enough people (~10) interested in short sightseeing in Oulu, there is possibility to do it 
on Saturday 14.6. “Registration” is collected at the information desk. Otherwise you can easily 
spend your possible free time in the Centrum and its several patios. 


